[What is the contribution of yeast genetics to tumor biology and tumor diagnosis?].
This short review article discusses methods and results of oncogene research in yeast. Current knowledge of the sequence, expression and biological function of ras-homologous genes of the yeast Saccharomyces cerevisiae is presented, as well as the implications of these findings for oncogene research in mammals. We review recent examples of highly conserved eukaryotic genes involved in growth control and mitosis control, including recent work from our own laboratories.